
 

Learn it! Link it! 

Curriculum Theme: Why was Henry VIII such a colourful character? Did the Reformation change England forever? 

Information to help... Concepts: 

• Chronology  

• Communicating history  

• Investigating the past  

• Think like a historian 
 
Links to what I already know: 

• I know about King Henry VIII and his six wives. 

• I know at least three of Henry’s wives’ names. 

• I know what Henry VIII looked like 

What were Henry's problems? 

Henry VIII had problems and needed to decide which version of Christianity would help him the most. He had money problems and desperately wanted a son. 
 
In 1533, Henry VIII broke from the church and married the now pregnant Anne Boleyn in a secret ceremony. This solved his heir problem, but Henry was 
excommunicated by the Pope. The English Reformation had begun. 
 
Thomas Cromwell became Henry's chief minister (advisor). He helped Henry to break away from Rome, establishing Henry as head of the Church of England. 
This act also brought Henry much needed wealth. Over four years Cromwell ordered 800 monasteries to be disbanded and their lands and treasures taken for 
the crown. 
 
These developments were not popular among ordinary people and in 1536 there was a rebellion called the Pilgrimage of Grace.  
 
Was Henry VIII really a Protestant or did he just want to limit the Pope's power? 
During Henry's reign, Protestantism grew in England. 

• Thomas Cromwell (Henry's chief minister), Anne Boleyn and Catherine Parr, two of Henry's wives seem to have been Protestants. 

• His son Edward had Protestant teachers and he was brought up as a Protestant. 

• The Bible was translated into English (1539). 

• However, towards the end of his reign Henry passed the Six Articles (1539) which meant the Church remained Catholic. Protestants who denied the 
Catholic faith were persecuted and even burned. 

Despite being Head of the Church in England, Henry never became a Protestant himself. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Facts/case study… 
This table is purely for historical context. Here are a series of laws designed by Henry VIII to limit the influence of the Roman Catholic Church in England.  
These laws were an attempt by Henry to reduce the influence of the Pope, and subsequently increase his own power. He achieved these changes both in legal 
terms, and through his actions -I.e., divorce. This also sets the scene for the religious upheaval pupils will consider in L3-L4. 
 
 

The Laws of Henry VIII Outcomes 

Act of Supremacy 1534 
 

This law made Henry VIII head of the Church in England and Wales. Those who refused to accept Henry's authority 
over the Church were punished. Sir Thomas More was executed as he refused to swear the Oath of Supremacy. 

Act of Succession 1534 
The children of Henry’s new wife, Anne Boleyn, were given precedence in the succession over his daughter Mary. A 
Treason Act in the same year made opposing this law or the Act of Supremacy a crime punishable by death. 

Dissolution of the monasteries 
1536-40 

The monasteries were closed across the country. 

Act of Six Articles Reaffirmed the Catholic faith. Protestants who denied the Catholic faith could be burned at the stake. 
 

 
 

Learning and teaching strategies I need to succeed... 
 

Metacognition Assess the task 

 

How do I learn best? 

What works well for me? 

 

What do I need to do? 

Write in paragraphs 

Use key vocabulary 

Plan the approach Apply strategies 

 

Mind maps          

Key words 

Flash cards 

Putting it into my own words        Condense it 

 

Make links and compare 

monarchs.    

Include key vocabulary 

Explain my points. 

Reflect 

 What worked and what didn’t?  

    How did I do? 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 
 

Henry VIII, Tudor, Society, Essential, Luxury, Class, Gentlemen, Citizens, Yeoman, Labourers, 

Education, Manners 

Monarch, Catherine of Aragon, Anne Boleyn, Jane Seymour, Catherine Howard, Anne of Cleves, 

Catherine Parr 

Catholic, Protestant, Faith, Heretic, Heresy, Ritual, Mass, Incense, Relic  
Reformation, Martin Luther, Church, Protestant, Thesis, Annulment, Dissolution, Monasteries, 

Nunneries, Edward VI, Mary I and Elizabeth I  

Heir, Pope, Illegitimate, Archbishop of Canterbury, Divorce, Catholic 

Monastery, Dissolution, Taxes, Vow, Poverty, Chastity, Habit 
 


