




St William’s is a Catholic Academy, Part of the Bishop Hogarth Education Trust.

Our school was built in 1978 to replace older premises which catered separately for Infant 
and Junior children in the Trimdons. It is situated on the edge of Trimdon Village which gives 

us the advantage of extensive playing fields and excellent local facilities.

We have two playgrounds, which are marked for different play and learning activities. We 
have a tyre park and outdoor fitness equipment for balance play and exercise and have plans 

to further develop the grounds.

School security is of paramount importance and we now have an improved main entrance 
and administration areas. Visitors to school must enter school by the main entrance and sign 

in and out.

We have a central hall with a modern furbished kitchen where all meals are cooked on site. 
Off the hall we have six large classrooms including a nursery. All our classrooms are pleasant 
and reflect the learning going on within. Each classroom has an interactive whiteboard and 

PC network.

We have close links with our three Parish communities of St. William’s Trimdon, St John 
Fisher, Sedgefield and St Joseph’s, Coxhoe and regularly hold Masses in the school hall. We 
also have strong links with the local library, the Community allotment and Sedgefield Sport 

and Community College through our sports partnership which provides many opportunities 
to learn and compete in several sporting events.

Prospective parents and pupils are invited to look around school and discuss aspects of 
school life in more detail. Please telephone the school office to arrange a suitable time for a 

visit.

WELCOME TO 
ST WILLIAM’S

Head Teacher: Mr M Tiplady 
Chair of Governors: Cllr. Peter Brookes

N.O.R. 146

Parishes: 
 St William’s, Trimdon
St Joseph’s, Coxhoe

St John Fisher, Sedgefield

A N  O U T S T A N D I N G  S C H O O L



MISSION STATEMENT
We Love and Learn together in the light of the Lord.

Sharing and being Considerate

Together as a team.

Working hard,

Inspiring others,

Listening, Learning,

Loving and Forgiving.

In a caring family environment,

Aiming high and doing our best.

Many smiles are shared,

Safe in the arms of Christ.

At St William’s we aim to;

• Develop in all children a love of God and an awareness of the Gospel teachings, 
 having a respect for religious and moral values and a tolerance of the diverse races   
 and religions of our world.
• Give ALL children, regardless of gender, race, ethnic origin or ability, every 
 opportunity to reach their full potential, intellectually, spiritually, socially, 
 emotionally morally and physically.
• Maintain and raise educational standards through quality planning, quality teaching  
 and assessment of a broad, balanced and creative curriculum matched to meet the 
 personalized needs of each individual.
• Develop a confidence, independence and self discipline and a desire to learn in 
 everyone in school.
• Enable all pupils to acquire skills, knowledge and understanding relevant to a fast 
 changing, technological world.
• Encourage parental support in their children’s learning at school and at home and to  
 make school an attractive and welcoming place where all feel comfortable and able   
 to participate.
• Foster strong links with the local and global community through visits and visitors, 
 competitions and fund-raising, communication and participation to become an 
 essential and valued member of the community. 

AIMS







8:45am School Gate Opens
Key Stage 1 & 2 children enter the school and proceed to 
class. EYFS congregate on EYFS yard
Children travelling by bus will be met and accompanied by St 
William’s staff

8:55am Whistle blows, children enter school

9:00am - 10:00am Lessons in class

10:00am - 10:15am Assembly

10:15am - 10:30am Morning Break
Daily Mile Challenge

10:30am - 11:45am Lessons in class

11:45am - 13:00pm Staggered Lunchtime

13:00pm - 15:10pm Afternoon lessons
During the afternoon session children may have an 
additional afternoon play time

15:10pm Hometime
Children will be led to the same playground they use
on the morning
Children travelling on buses will be accompanied to the bus 
by members of staff

THE SCHOOL DAY
Unless at breakfast club, children are requested to arrive at school no earlier than 8:45am 
as there will be no adult supervision until this time.

Teachers will be on duty on both playgrounds from 8:45am. 

Children arriving after 8:55am will need to use the main entrance to the school and will need 
to record their child’s attendance at the school office.







It is very important that your child attends school every day and that they are punctual. 

Attendance and punctuality are monitored and commented on in annual reports. If they 
fall below expectations, letters will be sent home and in somecases, welfare officers 
involved.

• If your child is unable to attend school we request that you telephone before 9.30 on  
 each day of absence. 
• If your child needs to attend dental or medical appointments during school time please  
 notify us in advance for them to be collected by a known adult.
• If you are late we ask you to report to the school office and sign the ‘Late’ Book so that  
 registers and dinner numbers can be adjusted.

There are strong and proven links between pupil attendance and educational achievement. 
There are 190 days in a school year. If a child has an attendance of 95%, this means they 
have missed 9.5 days. This has been shown to compromise pupil attainment. At 90% 
attendance pupils miss the equivalent of almost 4 weeks education (19 days).

Time off school for holidays is not permitted unless for exceptional circumstances The Head 
teacher will decide if an exceptional leave of absence can be granted. A holiday does 
not constitute an exceptional circumstance. Our duty is to ensure all pupils have 
complete access to the education provided.

Every day at St William’s Primary school is a learning day.

ATTENDANCE



Parents are asked to inform the school about any medical needs or dietary requirements 
as they arise.

If a child becomes ill during the school day, parents will be informed as soon as possible.
In the event of an accident, a qualified first aider will provide treatment to your child 
and should the injury require it, a note will be sent home detailing the incident. If the first 
aider feels further medical advice may be needed, parents will be contacted by the 
school to come and collect the child. In extreme circumstances school will contact 
emergency services. Parents will be contacted and staff from school will stay with the child 
until a family member is able to arrive.

Medication will only be administered in school if prescribed by a doctor and 
written instructions are provided. Forms are available from the school office. 
We do not like to administer medicine unless absolutely necessary. Please try
to administer medicine at home e.g before school, after school and bedtime.

If your child has a contagious illness, we ask that they remain at home until they are no 
longer contagious to prevent the spread of illness. Advice on how long the contagious 
period is for different illnesses is available from the school office.

If your child has a dietary requirement, you will need to make school aware of this. Our 
school meals provider are able to provide meals for children with dietary requirements. In
order to provide this school would need to be provided with a letter from a consultant or 
dietician.

School will produce with input from parents an Individual Care Plan for children with 
medical needs or dietary needs. Care plans are updated on an annual basis and 
set out how your childs medical needs will be met. Depending on your child’s level 
of need, other professionals could be involved such as your GP or the school nurse.

MEDICAL NEEDS



Children maximise their potential in an environment which is safe, secure and supportive 
of all their needs, including any needs they have for protection from abuse.
 
Our school is committed to promoting the welfare of all children by working in partnership
withparents and carers, the Local Authority (LA) and multi-agency partners in 
early help and child protection, in accordance with locally agreed Local Safeguarding 
Children Board procedures and practices.

All concerns are passed through the Designated Safeguarding Lead (Mr Tiplady) 
or the Deputy Designated Lead (Mrs Goulden). We have a robust system in place for 
monitoring and recording information about any vulnerable children in school.

Staff report any causes for concern using our online monitoring system and any concerns will 
be shared with parents / carers as early as possible. 

SAFEGUARDING AND 
CHILD PROTECTION

ONLINE SAFETY
At St William’s we are very committed to keeping children safe online and to teaching 
children to be safer internet users. We do an extensive amount of work in school 
educating children on how to stay safe online. 

Full details of how we safeguard children can be found in our Child Protection and e-safety 
policies, both of which can be found on our school website or can be obtained from the 
school office.



SPECIAL 
EDUCATIONAL 
NEEDS

At St. William’s, we follow a ‘whole school approach’ and have extremely dedicated staff 
members, who are committed to providing for all children, regardless of their level of need. 
Through clear communication with families, as well as with a range of agencies, we identify 
and meet each child’s needs on an individual level. Through quality first teaching, staff
members are highly motivated to working towards the most positive outcome for each 
individual child.

There are four broad areas of special educational need, these are: 

• Communication and Interaction. This area of need includes children with Autism 
 Spectrum Condition and those with Speech, Language and Communication Needs.
• Cognition and Learning. This includes children with Specific Learning Difficulties,
  Moderate Learning Difficulties, Severe Learning Difficulties and Profound and Multiple 
 Learning Difficulties.
• Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties. This includes any pupils who have an  
 emotional, social or mental health need that is impacting on their ability to learn.
• Sensory and/or Physical Difficulties. This area includes children with hearing 
 impairment, visual impairment, multi-sensory impairment and physical difficulties.

When children start St William’s we ensure we gather as much information as we can from 
any previous setting regarding their specific need to ensure that we are able to best support 
them when they begin school.

If you would like to discuss your SEND requirements in detail please contact the school to 
arrange an appointment.







EDUCATIONAL 
VISITS
We encourage teachers in St William’s to 
take learning beyond the classroom. We try 
to bring learning alive using our spacious 
grounds and the local community. We also 
encourage teachers to plan educational 
visits to educational sites further afield 
linked to the topics they are studying 
in class.

All visits are planned carefully and a risk 
assessment is completed by the class
teacher so that they meet our educational 
visits policy. Visits only take place once they 
have been approved by the Headteacher.

We also believe strongly in the value 
of residential experiences as a way 
of developing children socially and 
educationally. Each year, pupils across 
Key Stage 2 are offered the opportunity to 
take part in a residential visit. These have 
taken place in a variety of locations over 
the years, including London, York, Stratford 
upon Avon and to Outward Bound centers.

Parental consent for visits is sought when 
your child starts school and this consent 
will apply for the duration of your child’s 
time at school. Parents will always be
informed of details when their child is 
participating in a school trip. Specific 
parental consent will be obtained from 
parents when children are undertaking a 
residential or adventurous activity.



We are proud of our school uniform and children always look smart. Please do not add 
fashion accessories such as multi coloured tights or elaborate hair adornments.

Girls’ Uniform:  Grey skirt, trousers or pinafore

     Pale blue polo shirt

   Maroon sweatshirt or cardigan 

   Plain tights/socks

   Black school shoes

   Blue/white or red/white school dress (Summer)

Boy’s Uniform: Grey trousers

   Pale blue polo shirt

   Maroon sweatshirt or jumper

   Black school shoes

PE Kit:  Maroon/Dark shorts

   White T-shirt

   Plimsolls / trainers 

   Track suit /Trainers for outside use only

Fleeces and Coats are also available. All uniform can be ordered on the Elizabeth’s emroidary 
website. 

http://elizabethsembroidery.co.uk/ Password: STW / littlewills

We ask you to ensure your child’s uniform is marked with their name and to check this regularly. 
Much time is spent searching for ‘lost’ uniform.

The wearing of jewellery is discouraged for safety reasons. Only studs may be worn for recently 
pierced ears. Hairstyles should be smart - long hair must be tied up, no shaven heads, ‘tramlines’ 
extreme hair styles ‘rat’s tails’ or colours.

SCHOOL UNIFORM



Many of our children are brought to school by bus which parks at the bus stops 
within school grounds. Staff escort the children to and from the buses via a traffic free 
pathway thus providing safe access to St. William’s school and playgrounds. Children are 
settled onto the buses each evening and seatbelts checked. We expect all children to 
behave in a safe and responsible manner whilst travelling and ask you to remind 
your child of this.

Those children who walk to school are able to use a footpath which leads to the 
main school entrance and playgrounds.

We ask that no cars enter the small road leading to St William’s School at the start and end 
of the school day. Cars should be parked on Meadow Road or if places are available, in 
Trimdon Junior School & Community College car park. However gates are closed between
8.40am - 9.10am and 2.50pm - 3.20pm. No cars are allowed in or out of the site between these
times. We encourage parents to use the traffic free pathway to walk from the car to the
school and not walk along the road where there is no footpath. Safety is paramount
at all times.

Enquiries regarding provision of transport to and from school are dealt with by Durham Local 
Authority Transport section. They can be contacted on 03000 264 444. 

School meals are cooked on the premises and are available to all pupils. Our dedicated cook 
provides enjoyable healthy meals which include hot, vegetarian and ‘snack’ choices. 

School meal provision for Key stage 1 (Infant) children is free. The cost of school meals for 
Key stage 2 is subsidised and the cost is £2.05 per day (£10.25 per week). As food for meals is 
ordered in advance we ask two weeks notice to change from School meals to packed lunches.

Application forms for free school meals are available from the school office if you think you
may be entitled to them. Further advice can be sought from the school secretary.

Some children may prefer to bring packed lunches. These should be in line with our Healthy Food 
in School policy. No chocolate bars, sweets or fizzy drinks should be sent in packed lunches.

TRANSPORT

SCHOOL MEALS



St William’s RCVA Primary school offers continuous education for all pupils aged 4 to 11. 
We are able to provide a broad, balanced, creative and challenging skills-based curriculum, 
matched to the individual needs and abilities of the children in our care. The curriculum 
presently comprises of the following subjects – Religious Education, English, Mathematics, 
Science, ICT, History, Geography, Art, Design Technology, PE, Music and Personal, 
Social, Health Education. These are taught as linked  subjects within cross-curricular 
topics or, in some instances, as discrete subjects. 

In the Reception and Nursery classes activities follow the Foundation Stage Curriculum.
St William’s is a Catholic School and therefore commited to providing a Catholic Education.  
As well as academic skills we aim to nurture independence, confidence, enthusiasm and 
enjoyment of learning. We provide many opportunities for all to achieve and reach their 
potential, spiritually and academically. All children are valued individuals and treated as 
such, recognising the many varied talents they possess.

CURRICULUM



EXTRA - 
CURRICULAR 
ACTIVITIES
We are very fortunate to have an excellent sports 
partnership with Sedgefield Sports and Community 
College and also take advantage of many activities 
organised by Extended Schools. This means we 
have been able to provide many after school or 
lunchtime activities for all ages during the school 
year. We have provided clubs in the following: -
Gymnastics, Tag Rugby, Cricket, Fair Trade Prayer 
Groups, Health and Fitness, Tennis, Eco Club, Choir, 
Mini Vinnies, School Council.

FRIENDS OF ST 
WILLIAM’S 
All parents/carers etc are automatically members 
of the ‘Friends’ who arrange many highly  
successful and enjoyable  social or fund raising 
events throughout the year. Any parentwishing to 
participate in this friendly and pro-active group 
are welcome to come to meetings held once a 
term. The Friends of St William’s are a registered 
charity in their own right. We are eternally grateful 
for their support in school and, of course, the 
children in school benefit greatly from the 
resources provided. Look out for  notices. 

PARENT NETWORK
We are always glad of voluntary help in classes 
and for many activities within the school day 
and we try to encourage a growing network 
of parents/grandparents who can give time 
during the week to offer help in classes or
accompany children on visits to the local library,
allotment, church etc. Please contact Mrs 
Goulden or Mrs Carr at school if you think 
you can help in any way. The smallest 
amount of time is greatly appreciated!



HOMEWORK POLICY
In St. William’s we endeavour to work in partnership with parents to support 
their child’s learning. Work sent home provides an opportunity to consolidate 
what is learned in school and informs parents of the standards expected. 

By having a homework policy we aim to:

• Achieve a consistent approach to homework throughout the school. 
• Actively involve parents in their children’s education.
• Consolidate child’s learning at home.

Range of homework to be set:

The nature of homework set will vary according to age and ability of the children and the 
curriculum topics. All children are expected to spend some time each day reading and 
discussing what they have read, whether it is a school reading book, a comic, 
a recipe, instructions or any appropriate printed text. Younger children may not 
have reading but may be learning action words. Parents are encouraged to ask children 
about action words and reading to prompt them to practise. 

Usual homework set:

KS1

In KS1 children may bring home 

• Daily reading once issued.
• Spellings.
• One piece of literacy or numeracy per week. This could be a practical or a written 
 activity. 

KS2

In KS2 children may bring home

• Daily reading of appropriate age material.
• Spellings, tables or number bonds.
• One piece of literacy and numeracy per week. 
• Occasionally there may be an additional research based homework linked to class 
 topics.

Any written homework is expected to be presented to the same standard as in class work 
books and to be handed back to school as directed by the class teachers. Parents are asked 
to play their part in this home/school partnership and ensure homework is completed and 
returned. We consider homework to be an important part of a child’s learning and as 
such will be monitored.







 
ST WILLIAM’S CATHOLIC ACADEMY

 Elwick View
Trimdon Village

Co. Durham
TS29 6HY

T: 01429 880348

E: admin@stwilliams.bhcet.org.uk
W: www.stwilliams.bhcet.org.uk


